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NEWS
Proposed purchase of the Elks Property

At the December 21, 2020 City Council meeting, council members heard a
presentation about the proposed purchase of the Elks Golf Course and properties by
the City.
Late summer, The City was approached by the Elks Lodge expressing their concerns
about their ability to provide long term sustainability to the golf course. They have
explored various options, and they thought city ownership and operation of the
course would provide the best stability for this community asset.
The City recognizes the importance of the golf course as a community asset and an
important component to quality of life, and began to explore the benefits of the golf
course. Here are some of those findings:
• Recreational Benefits:
• Golfing is an all-ages recreational activity.
• The pathways can be utilized as safe walking trails and the course can be
utilized for cross-country skiing in the winter.
• The Elks Course can also be easily connected to the City’s planned bike
path.
• Environmental Benefits:
• Courses offer open, well-maintained green space and The Elks Course is an
excellent use of flood plain.
• Economic Development Benefits:
• Golf outings and other special events generate much needed revenue for a
wide variety of non-profits.
• Golf courses are also an important recruitment and retention tool used to
attract businesses and professionals.
The City staff also did an assessment of the long term viability of the course as a
municipally owned property and their preliminary findings were part of the
presentation.
The City and Council recognize that the purchase is a big decision and undertaking,
and are not taking this process lightly, knowing there will be challenges. It is
anticipated that the financing of the purchase and operational costs will be mostly
covered by revenues from increased usage and rents, and therefore should not
affect other municipal projects and budgets.
The purpose of the December 21 presentation was to present the idea and tentative
proposal to council and to the public. Action was not taken. There is still a lot of
work to be done on the project.
The City Council meetings are being held in accordance with the governor’s disaster
proclamation orders and current mitigations. Information on the meetings are
posted with the agenda. All council agendas are posted physically in front of City
Council Chambers (115 W Howard St) and on the City of Pontiac website
www.pontiac.org under the Agenda Center. The entire meeting is available for
viewing on the City’s YouTube channel: Pontiac Illinois.

815-844-6818
900 N. Elm St. Pontiac, IL
The Pontiac Parks and Recreation Downtown Ice Skating Rink is now open 7 days a week! The rink is located on Block
59 (the parking lot just South of the historic courthouse) in Downtown Pontiac. Open skate is FREE to the
public. There are 100 pairs of rental skates available in sizes 8 youth – 13 adult, which are available at no
charge. Hot chocolate is available for purchase.
The ice skating rink is open:
Sunday-Thursday
11:00AM – 8:00PM
Friday-Saturday
11:00AM - 9:00PM
Pre-registration is required for all participants and spectators. Registration can be completed on our website here:
https://www.pontiac.org/766/Ice-Skating-Rink. January Registration will open Monday, December 28 at 5:00 PM.

Market 59, A New Retail Initiative
Do you have or do you know someone who has a passion or an idea for making, creating, or curating retail products?
Maybe it’s time to test the waters! Market 59 is just the place before deciding to move into a storefront location.
Market 59 is an innovative approach to complement our downtown shops, restaurants, and events. Applications for a
spot at Market 59, along with lots more information, are located at www.downtownpontiacil.com
Fast facts on Market 59:
• The project was modeled off two other successful programs-Batavia Boardwalk Shops in Batavia, IL and Western
Market in Muskegon, MI
• New business owners will get a low-cost, low risk opportunity to try their ideas while learning about
entrepreneurship
• Each space will be 144 square feet portable structure
• Market 59 will be heavily marketed in our region to help attract locals
and visitors alike

UPCOMING CITY EVENTS
Dec 31: Farewell 2020 Fireworks | 9:00PM | Rec-Plex
Jan 1: New Year’s Day CITY HALL CLOSED
Jan 4: City of Pontiac Council Meeting | 7:00PM | Virtual
Jan 18: Martin Luther King Jr Day—City Hall Closed
Jan 19: City of Pontiac Council Meeting | 7:00PM | TBA
Feb 1: City of Pontiac Council Meeting | 7:00PM | TBA
Feb 12: Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday—City Hall Closed
Feb 15: City of Pontiac Council Meeting | 7:00PM | TBA
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